
1 | P a g e  
 

What to Expect as a Camp Counselor at Black Hills Baptist Youth Camp 
 
Coming to Camp (and What to Pack) 
 

Before departure, ensure all counselors and campers have either preregistered or have 
signed forms in hand with payment. Many churches choose to copy signed medical releases 
before mailing them in, thereby having a copy during transit.  
 

Ensure that campers have cash for meals to and from camp, if necessary. Remember that 
daily canteen (snack time) is now included with registration. However, campers may still 
want cash for camp t-shirts, the bookstore, or the nightly offerings. 
 

Also, make certain that all are prepared with a KJV Bible, personal items (bath towel, wash-
cloth, deodorant, soap, shampoo, toothbrush and paste, comb, etc.), sleeping bag (or bed-
roll) with pillow, a jacket or hoodie (as rain is possible and mornings are cool), a cap or hat, 
sunblock, and appropriate shoes (closed-toe for recreation). Flashlights are not needed. 
 

Casual daytime clothing for recreational activities should include modest pants, capris, or 
culottes (no shorts, tights, jeggings, leggings, yoga pants, etc.), and appropriate t-shirts (no 
offensive themes or vulgarity). Please cover shoulders and midriffs. Please leave all body-
piercing jewelry (except for girls’ earrings) at home. Counselors, please cover tattoos. 
 

Dress for evening preaching services is nicer. Boys should wear slacks, khakis, or nice 
(clean) jeans, with a collared or button-down shirt (preferably tucked-in). Girls will want to 
wear a modest dress or skirt (over the knees when seated) and a modest top covering 
shoulders and waist. 
 

Pack for five evening services (Monday thru Friday), and five mornings (Tuesday thru 
Saturday). Consider that Thursday afternoon is water day. Plan to get soaked. Typically, 
Wednesday or Thursday is camp t-shirt day. Team points are awarded for camp spirit. 
 

Upon arrival, vehicles may be unloaded closer to the lodge or cabins (no vehicles on grass), 
but please remove your vehicle promptly to the parking area, vehicle facing the road (i.e.: 
back-in for easier departure in case of emergency). Please arrive the Monday of camp 
between 2:00 and 4:00 PM for check-in at the lodge and to receive cabin assignments. A 
group game will occupy time until the assembly bell rings for team assignments and intros. 
 
Opening the Day 
 

A day at camp is long. Be prepared for physical and mental fatigue, but spiritual reward and 
enrichment. The morning bell rings just before 7 AM, but kitchen staff will have already 
been up for a couple hours. After dressing for recreational activity, report for a camp-wide 
devotional at the flagpole. Breakfast comes next, followed by cabin clean-up. Counselors 
then share in leading cabin devotions and prayer (5-15 minutes). There are four morning 
devotions and five evening devotions for the week. Counselors, please come prepared to 
lead or co-lead in these devotions and prayer times. Also, be prepared to learn your cabin 
kids’ names, pray for them throughout the week, and find the opportunity to speak to each 
of them individually about their spiritual condition. Our goal is their salvation and growth.  
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Teaching and Preaching 
 

The Camp Evangelist and the Camp Missionary each speak in the morning sessions, and 
again in the evenings. Counselors help the speakers by keeping watch for disruptive kids, 
by modeling attentive listening skills, and by demonstrating Bible-usage and note-taking 
skills. Notes may be useful in later review of the material with your campers. Prayerfully 
expect that God will speak to your heart as well as the campers’. 
 

The evening services are where calls for decision should be made. Be ready during the 
invitation time to slip quietly to the back of the room with your Bible and be prepared to go 
out with a camper to help them speak with the Lord. 
 

The final teaching time of the day is at the campfire, where the Camp Missionary challenges 
the camp with a greater love for missions. (NOTE: A sample schedule is included below). 
 

Memorizing Scripture 
 

A key feature of the camp follows rest-time, early in the afternoon—Scripture Memory. We 
work hard to help the campers hide God’s Word in their hearts. At the Friday night awards 
ceremony, team scores are recognized and top individual memorizers by grade are 
rewarded. Counselors new to Black Hills Baptist Camp should pay close attention to the 
instructions given—it’s very important that everyone follow the system carefully. 
 

Recreational Activities 
 

Mid-morning recreation follows the evangelist and precedes missionary time. Counselors 
are vital to the success of the organized activities: each counselor will be assigned to help in 
either airsoft, archery, fishing (Jr. week), hiking, volleyball, zipline, or some other activity. 
 

Musically inclined campers and counselors are encouraged to join in choir practice held 
just before lunch. If anyone from your church has special music (vocal or instrumental) to 
perform during daily Singspiration times, please notify the choir director or camp song 
leader no later than Tuesday lunch time. 
 

After Bible memorization time, the remainder of the afternoon is split up between two 
more recreation times with a canteen time in-between.  
 

Thursday afternoons, weather permitting, is Water Day. Counselors fill water balloons 
during the Thursday morning preaching time. Counselors will get wet! During Friday 
morning missionary time, counselors may (usually) take a ride on the zipline. 
 

Spruce-Up and Dress Nice for Evening Service 
 

About forty-five minutes are reserved for showers and spruce-up before the evening meal 
and services. Counselors should help ensure that each camper showers daily (especially Jr. 
week), and that no one camper takes too long (Sr. week). Counselors should discourage 
anyone from leaving items in the bathhouse. Remind campers (lovingly, not legalistically) 
to dress modestly and appropriately for evening services. Senior week can be a challenge. 
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Remember: not all teens understand modesty, not all teens have packed appropriately, and 
some teens are simply in rebellion. The counselors job, however, is to guide, not legislate. 
Problem areas or concerns should be addressed ONLY to the Camp Dean (whose 
determination is final in all matters of dress and conduct). 
 
Staff Meetings 
 

After supper, campers enjoy Bible-game time and begin Singspiration while counselors 
meet upstairs for a staff meeting. Concerns are brought up at this meeting, instructions are 
given for specific events that might happen, and most importantly, counselors pray for the 
Lord’s working in the campers’ lives. After prayer, counselors join in Singspiration and the 
preaching of the Camp Evangelist. Remember to be prepared for the Invitation time. 
 
Closing the Day 
 

After Missionary campfire time, the Camp Dean makes announcements, and dismisses 
everyone to their cabins. Prepare for bedtime before winding down with an evening cabin 
devotional and prayer time led by one of the cabin counselors. Again, be prepared to lead 
or assist in this time. This is followed by lights out. Ideally, everyone lays down and goes 
right to sleep. In reality, be prepared for restless campers, both physically and spiritually. 
 

NOTE: Homesickness is usually the worst Monday night through Wednesday lunch, 
especially with Jr. campers. Satan uses this to get campers home and away from the Gospel 
of God. Do your best to show compassion and patience for their good and God’s glory. 
 
Tips to Make the Best of Camp 
 

Because counselors are the key to a great week of camp, here are some tips: 
 

• Rest and pray as much as possible in the weeks before camp. Then, come with a 
heart for the campers. They are why we do camp. Make it a personal goal to talk to 
each of your campers about salvation. Expect God to speak to your heart, too. 

 

• Be involved in the camp programs: recreation, listening to campers recite memory 
verses, and leading in devotions. (NOTE: Personal preferences aside, we agree to use 
the King James Version of the Bible in our camping program to promote unity.) 

 

• Facilitate building friendships between the campers and other counselors. Learn 
names, introduce campers to others, and sit with campers at services and meals. 
Personal and spiritual involvement will make your week go by far too quickly. 

 
Camp Nurse, Medications, and In Case of Emergency 
 

The Nurse will give instruction concerning medications. All meds must be properly labeled. 
 

In case of fire or other camp-wide emergency, the assembly bell will ring continuously. 
Stop what you are doing, gather campers, and immediately proceed to the Recreation Field 
(do not collect suitcases, etc.). Organize by cabin, do a head-count, and receive instructions. 



4 | P a g e  
 

Senior Week—Sample Daily Schedule 

6:45-7:15 ..........RISE & SHINE (Wake Up Time) 

7:20-7:30 ..........Flag Raising Ceremony 

7:30-8:00 ..........Breakfast Time 

8:00-8:25 ..........Cabin Clean-Up 

8:25-8:45 ..........Cabin Devotions 

8:50-9:10 ..........Singspiration (Special Music) 

9:10-9:45 ..........Evangelist Teaching Time 

9:50-10:50 ........Morning Recreation  

11:00-11:35 ......Missionary Teaching Time 

11:35-12:15 ......Choir Practice OR Free Time 

12:15-12:45 ......Lunch Time 

12:45-1:30 ........Rest Time (in Cabins) 

1:30-2:40 ..........Scripture Memory 

2:45-3:45 ..........Afternoon Recreation I 

3:45-4:10 ..........Canteen Time 

4:10-5:00 ..........Afternoon Recreation II 

5:00-5:45 ..........Spruce Up 

5:45-6:00 ..........Cabin Inspection Reports 

6:00-6:35 ..........Supper Time 

6:35-6:50 ..........Counselor Meeting 

6:50-7:15 ..........Singspiration (Special Music) 

7:15-7:50 ..........Evangelist Preaching Time 

8:00-8:35 ..........Canteen/Social Time 

8:40-9:25 ..........Campfire Missionary Time 

9:25-9:45 ..........Get Ready for Bed 

9:45-10:00 ........Prayer and Devotions 

10:00 ................LIGHTS OUT (Sleep Time) 


